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Approximately 400 children at Greenpark School do not participate in any 
organised sport. 
 
13 classes at Greenpark School were recently surveyed to find out the number of 
children who do not participate in organised sport. The survey was divided into 
boys, girls, winter and summer sport. Sport was defined as any organised 
physical activity, which included dance, equestrian, marching, BMX etc. 
 
Results:      % of Those Surveyed Not Involved in O rganised Sport 
 
 Boys 

Winter 
Sports 

Girls 
Winter  
Sports 

Winter  
Average 

Boys 
Summer 
Sports 

Girls 
Summer  
Sports 

Summer 
Average 

Average 32% 55% 44% 48% 61% 55% 
 
As you can see girls are disproportionately represented in this survey. Why is 
that? 
There are a lot of children out there with untapped sporting ability who are not 
getting the opportunity to explore their sporting potential. A large number of those 
students will never experience the joy of participating in sport. 
 
I met with some of these students who are not involved in sport to discuss the 
barriers as to why they do not participate in organised sport. This is what they 
said. 
 
Main Barriers:  
Financial (35%) 
Poor Skills (28%) 
Disorganised/ Late getting forms in (23%) 
 
 
Other Barriers:  
Parents won’t let me 
Too dangerous 
Shy/Out of comfort zone 
Don’t like sport 
Peer pressure 
Medical condition 
Lack of competition 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Overcoming These Main Barriers  
 
Financial  – Firstly, now is the cheapest time in your child’s life to be involved in 
sport (just ask those parents who have children at secondary school). If finance 
is a barrier now, it will probably always be a barrier, and your child may never 
participate in any organised sport ever, unless something changes. 
If your child would like to be involved in a sport being offered at Greenpark 
School, we are keen to help you. You may pay small installments rather then one 
lump sum. If your child would like to be involved in a sport outside of school, then 
talk to the people involved and ask if it is possible to pay in installments. You will 
find most people very understanding. Have your children do extra work and use 
that extra money to fund sports. Put a little away each week into a sports account 
($5 a week = $260 in a year). Obviously each family is in a different situation and 
you can only do your best for your family. If you require any assistance here 
please come and see either myself or our principal so that we can look at ways of 
assisting you. 
 
Poor Skills – When was the last time you were out passing/kicking/catching a 
ball with your child? It is essential that we as parents are involved with our 
children. There is no such thing as natural ability. Those with so called “natural 
ability” are the ones who have practiced the most over the years. 
Kicking/catching/throwing/evading/finding space doesn’t happen overnight, it 
takes years of practice to master these things. If your child doesn’t practice these 
things through sport they will always struggle with those skills. They say 10,000 
hours of practice is needed before you will be good enough to make a senior 
national sports team. That’s about 10 hours per week for 20 years. The sooner 
you start the better. 
 
Disorganised / Late getting forms – This speaks for itself. If you wish your 
son/daughter to be involved in sport please ensure enrolment forms are returned 
promptly. 
 
Summer sports are just around the corner. Get your child involved. 
 
“Have a Go”  
 
We will be running “Have a Go” sports sessions at school.  The focus will be on 
summer sports. We are currently having a go at cricket and Kiwi Golf for some 
classes. Touch rugby and tennis to come. All Year 0 to 4 classes will be having a 
go at Kelly Sports, an after school and holiday sports programme.  
 
 
 
 
 



Kelly Sports:  
 

 
Rooms 23 and 24 concentrating extremely hard, while  learning to catch a 
ball with Kelly Sports. 
 
Kelly Sports is back! Come and try our new Multisport Programme and get ready 
for the summer sports season next term! New Tauranga owners Murphy and Jo 
Taele can’t wait to see you at the Kelly Sports programme starting Wednesday 
25th August. Murphy is an ex professional rugby player and NZ Volleyball rep, 
and Jo is a Personal Trainer and has a PE degree from the University of Otago. 
They have two children of their own, so understand what it takes to get the best 
out of young children. Parents if you would like to enrol your child in this fantastic 
programme please call Jo on 0210728218 or Murphy 0211615374. 



 
Kelly Sports Facilitator, Murphy, having fun with r ooms 23 and 24. 
 
Inter-school Sports:   
 
Rugby: Greenpark 25, Gate Pa 5 
              Greenpark 70, Merivale 5 
 
Netball:   Greenpark 15,Gate Pa 4 
                Greenpark 16, Merivale 2 
 
Greenpark School is the only undefeated team in the competition in both rugby 
and netball. Well done guys! Next games v Greerton at Greenpark Thursday 19th 
August. 
 
Basketball:  
Two Greenpark teams went to the Mount Action Centre on Wednesday 11th 
August to compete in the WBOP Miniball World Cup Tournament. Our Year 5/6 
team did very well and finished 4th overall. Our Year 3/4 team were outstanding 
and came in second place overall.  
Mikaere Leef was named in the Year 5/6 tournament team. Braxton Fisher and 
Jahla Cooper were named in the Year 3/4 tournament team. Well done to Jahla 
who doesn’t play competitive basketball and was voted the best Year 3/4 girl. 
 



 
Miniball World Cup Tournament Team Members: Braxton Fisher, Jahla 
Cooper, Mikaere Leef 
 

 
Miniball World Cup silver medalists. Back row: Harrison Baldwin, Oliver 
Maudlin, Darcy Hoskin, Tyzak Rhind, Jahla Cooper. Front row: Mitchell Blake, 
Jayden Bell, Braxton Fisher, Mikeely Jones.  
 
 
 
 



Hockey:  
 
On Friday August 13th Greenpark entered a WBOP Primary Schools Hockey 
tournament, held in damp conditions at The Mount Turf. It was an 11 aside 
tournament on a full size field. With only one sub the team did extremely well. 
They were 2nd= in there pool play and went on to finish 6th overall. 
 
Tauranga Hockey Reps 

 
 
     Conner      Jodae        Kelsey     Mitchell                    Caitlyn  
 
Congratulations to Caitlyn Wardell , Kelsey Hannah and Jodae Ngaheu for 
making the Tauranga Hockey Under 11 Girls Development Team. 
Congratulations also to Mitchell White and Conner Farrant for making the 
Tauranga Under 11 Boys Hockey Rep Team. Good luck for the representative 
season.  



 
 
The Greenpark Raiders happy to have NZ representati ves Gemma Flynn 
and Richard Petherick at training. 
 
BOP Primary Schools Gymsport Championship:  
 
On Tuesday 17th August 58 Greenpark students participated in the BOP regional 
Gymsport champs. It was a highly competitive day which saw some of our Year 3 
students take on Year 8 students, and do extremely well. This was a competition 
which you had to qualify through placing at the WBOP Champs. Greenpark had 
the largest contingent of qualifiers. We had a number of placings and first 
placegetters and were the overall winning school.  
 
Results: 
 
Trampoline 
Girls Springers: 1st Marlique Ellis-Emery, 3rd Tori Dunham 
Girls Flyers : 1st Karah Bixley 
Boys Twisters: 2nd Wiremu Leef  
 
Gymnastics 
Girls Twisters: 3rd Julia Rose 
Boys Flyers: 3rd Byron Houia  
Boys Twisters: 1st Wiremu Leef, 2nd Jack Niles 
 



Rhythmic – Girls Flyers: 2nd = Caitlyn Wardell, 2nd= Courtney Collis, 1st Catrin 
Pearce 
 
Hip Hop: Year 3/4 team 3rd 

 
Cheerleading: Year 5/6 team 3rd  
 
Aerobics: Greenpark White 3rd 

 
Some of the BOP Championship winning Gymsports Team  

 
Winners are Grinners 
 
The End of Winter Sports:   
 
The winter season is quickly coming to an end. There are only a couple of weeks 
left for our school teams in miniball, netball and hockey. A big thank you to all of 
our coaches and managers. Without your voluntary hard work, the children 
wouldn’t have the opportunity to enjoy the great things that sport has to offer. A 
special mention to Char Niles, coach of The Dodgers miniball team, although 
Char doesn’t have a child in the team, she gives her time anyway. Good luck to 
those teams in the semi-finals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Sports:  
 
It is now time to start thinking about summer sports. Greenpark summer sports 
teams will be organized by the end of this term. Sports on offer include: cricket, 
flippa ball, touch rugby, surfing and dance. 
 
Howell Cricket Academy:  
 
We are fortunate to regain the services of the Howell Cricket Academy. John 
Howell will be coaching any Year 4, 5 and 6 children interested in improving their 
cricket skills, during term 4 (whether they play cricket or not). John has a wealth 
of coaching experience. 
 
He played for Central Districts from 1966 to 1973 and was Coaching Manager for 
New Zealand Cricket from 1984 to 2003. In that time he coached and managed 
many New Zealand Under Age teams both internally and abroad. From 1991 to 
1995 he established and then ran the first New Zealand Cricket Academy. In 
1996 he helped set up the New Zealand Cricket High Performance Centre at 
Lincoln University where he was based. John then developed the New Zealand 
Cricket Coaches Association. Its objective was to bring coaches of all levels 
together with newsletters and conferences. He initiated Professional 
Development courses for high performance coaches and developed a highly 
effective appraisal system aimed at improving the performance of elite coaches. 
 
This is a great opportunity to gain expert cricketing knowledge from The Howell 
Cricket Academy. We are looking at being cost effective by having greater 
numbers participating. More information to come, towards the end of term.  
 
Remember: Approximately 400 children at Greenpark S chool do 
no organised sport. Let’s see if we can change that .  
 

            TAURANGA LAWN TENNIS CLUB  (Tauranga Do main)  JUNIOR TENNIS 
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Did you see this in the school newsletter!!! 
 

·  FREE Tennis Lessons : Tauranga Lawn Tennis Club is offering the opportunity to try the 
great game of tennis and 
receive complimentary lessons from a qualified professional.  Catering for all 
primary/intermediate ages.  Numbers are limited so call to secure your spot. AGE- 5-12years.  
WHERE-Tauranga Lawn Tennis Club, Cameron Rd. WHEN-Saturdays from 4.30pm, Starting 
28th August.  COST-there is none! 
More info or to enrol contact Brandon Rowe 021 417392 / brandon@impacttennis.co.nz 

·  Join in the fun; make new friends at Omokoroa Pony club with the new season on its way. 
OPC have a new look and independence; teaching horsemanship through games, 
competitions, and top instruction. All individuals are welcome and there are solutions for 
leasing, grazing and transportation. www.ponyclub.org.nz 

·  Rhythmz Dance Co dance classes will be starting their term 3 classes in your area the week 
beginning Monday 26 July for ages 2-13. View a timetable detailing the different styles on 
www.rhythmzdanceco.co.nz or phone 5788780.  

·  Swimming from beginners to competitive level, adults and children please don't hesitate to 
contact me.  Steven Reid de Havelland NZCAT ASA Qualified 07 574 5576, 021 043 0125 
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